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Book of Philippians 

Pastor Annie Ayers

JESUS MET THE WOMAN AT THE WELL

Read St. John 4:4-26

Background Information

There was a centuries old feud between the Jews and Samaritans.  In 720 B.C. the Assyrians had invaded the northern kingdom of Samaria and had captured and subdued it. They did what conquerors often did in those days—they transported practically the whole population to Media.  They began to intermarry with their captors and other foreigners.  To the Jews this was an unforgivable crime. They lost their racial purity. The majority of those Jews who were taken to Media never returned.  They are referred to as the ten lost tribes.  They lost their right to be called Jews at all.  Between Jews and Samaritans there was an intense hatred. 






Verses 4-14

1. What is the significance of the statement,  “Jesus was tired?”

2. Jesus asked her for a drink of water.  She replied,  “I am a Samaritan,

You are a Jew.  Why do you ask me for a drink?  How had she expected Jesus to respond to her?

3. What does it mean that Jesus was no respecter of persons?

4. Jesus broke down some barriers in talking to the woman.  The strict Jewish laws forbade a Rabbi to greet a woman in public.  Not only was she a woman but also she had a notorious reputation.  No decent man would have been seen with her-yet Jesus spoke to her. If Jesus were alive today what barriers would expect Him to break?

                           Verses 10-15

Jesus said to the woman, “If you knew the free gift that God is offering you, and if you knew who was speaking to you, and if you knew who was saying to you, “Give me drink, you would have asked him, and He would have give you living water.”

  1. Do you think we sometimes miss out because we do not understand who is 

      speaking and what they are really saying?   Please elaborate.

  2. What is the living water Jesus spoke of?

  3. The woman responded that Jesus had no bucket to draw water from the deep well.

      Can you think of a time when shortsightedness cheated you out of a blessing?

 .

4. The woman asked Jesus to give her the water so that she wouldn’t have to draw

from the well again.  What do you think she was thinking about?

Verses 15-21
 Jesus asked the woman to go get her husband and come back to him.  When she replied that she had no husband, Jesus did not judge her or condemn her.  He affirmed her for telling the truth. Then she realized that he was a prophet and began to talk about her forefathers.  Jesus gave her some more information.

1. How do you feel about the way Jesus handled this situation?

2. What does it show us about the love of God? 

3. Since God knows everything, how do we approach him when we need his help?

Verses 22-26

     Jesus spoke of a time when the real worshippers would worship the Father in spirit 

     and in truth.   God is still looking for worshipper like that. The woman acknowledged

     the coming of the Messiah.  Jesus identified himself as the Christ.

1. What does it mean to worship in spirit and in truth?

2. Is it possible to miss a blessing because we look for what we already have?  Please explain.

3. How do we recognize Christ in ourselves and in others?

God’s love for us is unchanging no matter what we do or think.  Our relationship with Him is dependent on our understanding and acceptance of his will and his way.  Following the Master puts the responsibility for obedience and submission on us.  We are people of free will and God won’t make us do anything.  He gently lays out a plan and allows us to choose to follow or not.  The consequences of our choice belong to us.  May God bless you as you make wise choice.

WEEK ONE   MAY 1-6

The story of Paul’s stay in Philippi is told in Acts 16.  It centers around three people, Lydia, the seller of purple; the demented slave girl, used by her masters to tell fortunes; and the Roman jailer.  Not only were these three people of different nationalities, they represented different classes of society.  Lydia was rich and represents the upper class.  The Roman jailer represents the middle-class and the slave girl was a member of the lower class.  The whole Roman Empire was being gathered into the Christian Church.  No Chapter in the Bible shows so well the all- embracing faith, which Jesus Christ brought to men. 

Please read each chapter and answer the questions or complete the exercises provided.

Chapter One 

1. Paul’s letter presents a Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Philippians.  Write your own

    prayer of Thanksgiving for the saints at POWER Centre Church International.

2. Paul was a prisoner for his work for Christ.  Even though he suffered for his faith, he 

    did not back down.  In what ways have you suffered for the gospel?  What effect did

    your suffering have on you, your family, co-workers and friends?

3. Love teaches us to sacrifice for the benefit of others.  What sacrifices are you making 

    to win others to Christ?  Do you have particular persons in Mind?  Pray for wisdom to

   win them.  

4. Paul was able to face his trials because he knew a) that others were praying for him.

    b) that he had the support of the Holy Spirit. What is your support system?  Who prays

    for you?  How does having the Holy Spirit in your life benefit during life struggles?

5. What did Paul say Christ is to him?  What is death to Paul?  What two desires did Paul

    express?    What was Paul’s final decision?

6. Paul challenged the Philippians to “live a life that is worthy of a citizen of the

    Kingdom. In your own words, describe this kind of lifestyle.

7. Paul expected the Philippians to stand fast, no matter what they were going through. 

    He did not suggest that it would be easy. How do you maintain your faith in difficult

    Times.

CHAPTER TWO      May 14, 2006

The one danger, which threatened the Philippian church, was that of disunity.  In a sense that is the danger of every healthy church. It is when people are really in earnest and their

beliefs really matter to them, that they are apt to get up against each other.  The greater their enthusiasm, the greater danger that they may collide.  It is against that danger that

Paul wishes to safeguard his friends.

1.What are the three great causes of disunity found in verses 3-4? How can we avoid 

    these problems at PCCI ?

2. List the five considerations Paul gives that may prevent disharmony?  What can you do

    to promote these at PCCI?

3. Paul pleads with the Philippians to live in harmony; to lay aside discord; to shed 

    personal ambition; pride, and their desire for prominence and prestige; to hold in their 

    hearts a humble desire to serve, which was the essence of the life of Christ.

    In your opinion, what does it mean to, a) humble yourself, b) live in harmony   

   c) shed personal ambition, d) avoid discord, e) give up the desire for personal ambition

   f) have a genuine desire to serve?

4. Jesus humbled Himself unto death.  His greatest characteristics were humility, 

   obedience and self-management.  In your effort to be more Christ-like, in which area

   do you need to improve?  What will you do and when will you do it?

5. The aim of God is a day when every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  As 

    a Christian under and apostolic anointing, what is your part in supporting this goal?

6. What does it mean to “work out your soul salvation with fear and trembling”?

7. Paul admonished the Philippians to do all things without murmuring or complaining. 

    How are you affected when you murmur or complain?  What affect does your behavior

    Have on the unity of the church

8. Have you ever led someone to Christ? Write down your feelings about that experience.

    If you have not yet led anyone to the Lord, begin to pray that God will lead you to 

    someone who needs to know Him.

9.  Are you willing to be used in the service of the Master?  What are you called to do?

    Are you actively involved in your calling? Is the message of Christ safe in your hands?

10.  Is your heart touched when you hear that a brother or sister is ill, or in need?  What 

      do you do about it?  Do you think there is more that God would have you do?

May 14-20, 2006

Please read the chapter and pray for divine insight before answering these questions.
CHAPTER THREE        

1.  Paul suffered persecution and threats of death but maintained his joy.  Jesus said, “No one takes away your joy.” St. John 16:22b.  How is joy different from happiness?  

2.  What does it mean to “worship in the Spirit?”  Where does true worship come from?  Why do we worship God?

3.  Paul gave up everything to follow Christ.  What have you given up to follow The   Master?  What do you consider you greatest sacrifice?  Why?

4.  Everyone is called to Christ for some purpose.  What is your purpose?  How are you working it out for your good and His glory?

5.  Some people say that in Christianity all law is gone and Christians have liberty to do as they please.  Others say, since grace is wide enough to cover every sin, a man can sin as he likes and not worry, because we serve an all-forgiving, loving God.  What is your position on these theories of law and grace?

May 21-27

Please read the chapter and pray for divine insight before answering these questions.

CHAPTER FOUR

1.  Many people start a walk with the Lord but don’t continue.  What does it take to

     “stand fast” in your faith?

2.  Paul rejoiced even when he was in prison.  How is it possible for a Christian to be 

     joyful during difficult life circumstances?  Reflect on your own experience.

3.  Why do you think we worry? What does Paul say we should do instead of 

     worrying?  Do you think this will work for you?  Why or why not?

4.  What should you put your mind on according to Apostle Paul?  What do you 

      think will be the impact on your life if you follow Paul’s advice?

5.  Paul says he has learned to be content in any situation. (verses 10-13)  What does 

     it mean to be content?  What are the situations in which you need to learn to be

     content?

6.  The Philippian Church brought joy to Paul with their generosity and love.  Is

     there someone God wants you to bless?  Pray for His direction.
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