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The June Bible Study is on understanding the messages in the parables.

When studying the scriptures, always ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the messages in the scriptures, and then apply the principles of EXEGESIS and HERMENEUTICS. 


EXEGESIS – to “dig” the meaning out of a passage of scripture.


HERMENEUTICS – to ask the five “W” questions:  why, what, when, who and where.

Week 1:  I have given a partial list of the parables found in the book of Matthew and provided you with my interpretation on the answer sheet.

Weeks 2-4:   I have given my interpretation of these scriptures also, however, you must read the parables and try to understand their meanings before you read my interpretation, when finished, compare your interpretation to mine.  This should provide you with an enjoyable and fun way to studying the scriptures as you find all of the good messages found in these parables.  

Remember:  Apply the Exegesis and Hermeneutic principles to the lessons for weeks 2-4 as I did in the lesson for week 1.

Week 1

PARABLE OF SOWING

Matthew 13:3-8

1. What is sowing?

2. Who is the sower?

3. What does the wayside represent?

4. Who are the fowls?

5. What is the stony place?

6. Why did the seed spring up so quickly?

7. What does the sun being up represent?

8. What do thorns represent?

9. Why did the seeds that fell into good ground produce so much fruit?

PARABLE OF THE WHEAT AND TARES

Matthew 13:24-30

1. Who sowed the good seed?

2. What is the field?

3. Who are the good seeds?

4. Who are the tares?

5. Who is the enemy?

6. What is the harvest?

7. Who are the reapers?

8. What does the burning of the tares in the fire mean?

9. What is meant by the end of the world?

10. Who is the son of man?

11. Who are the servants of the household?

12. Why didn’t the master allow the servants to separate the weeds from the wheat?

13. What does let them grow together mean?

14. What does the statement “bundle to be burned and gather into my barns” represent?

        PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED

Matthew 13:31-32

1. Why was a “mustard seed” used here?

2. Who was the “man”?

3. What does “sowed” mean?

4. What is the “field”?

5. What does the “least of all seeds” represent?

6. What does “grown” mean or represent?

7. What is the relationship of the “least” of all seeds and the “greatest” of all herbs?

8. What is the “tree”

9. Who are the “birds” or fowls?

10. What is “lodge”?

11. What are “branches”?

                                      ANSWERS TO THE PARABLE OF SOWING

                         Matthew 13:3-8

1. Sowing – planting seeds

2. The sower – Jesus or preacher/teacher

3. The way side – one who hears the word but doesn’t understand it

4. The fowls – the wicked one

5. Stony place – those who hear the word and accept it based on emotions only.  They will not be able to stand when tribulations or persecutions come

6. Seeds that fall in stony places – they spring up quickly because there is not enough dirt and too many stones

7. Sun up represents heat – seeds that don’t have their roots deep enough will burn up when the sun is up

8. Thorns – The cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches chokes the life out of the wheat

9. Good ground – rich soil without stones and thorns bring forth good fruit
          ANSWERS TO THE PARABLE OF THE WHEAT AND TARES

                                  Matthew 13:24-30

1. The sower – Jesus

2. The field – the world/church

3. The good seeds – the children of the kingdom or Christians

4. The tares – the children of the devil or sinners

5. The enemy – the devil

6. The harvest – the end of the world

7. The reapers – God’s angels

8. Burning of the tares – those wicked who will burn in hell

9. The end of the world – when Jesus comes back to get the church

10. The son of man - Jesus

11. Servants of the household – “church folk” in this world, but “God’s angels” at the end of the world

12. The “servants” weren’t allowed to separate because the servants mentioned  in verses 28-29 were “church folk”, but the “gatherers” in verse 41 are the angels of God
13. This whole parable is about the “real Christians” and the “pretenders” growing up in the same church together.  They will sometimes look so much alike until the “church servants” can’t tell them apart, but at the end of this world, “God’s servants”, (the angels) will separate them.  If God would allow the “church servants” to separate them, we would root up some of the “wheat” or “real Christians” thinking they were weeds.

14. Bundle to be burned – those who will go to hell.  Gather into my barns – those who will go to heaven.


ANSWERS TO THE PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED

Matthew 13:31-32

1. Mustard seed – the beginning of the church, Jesus and His disciples.

2. The man – Jesus/preacher

3. Sowing – preaching/teaching the gospel

4. The field – the heart of people

5. Least of all seeds – very small in comparison to other organizations

6. Grown – mature with growth

7. Least and greatest – smallest at the beginning, but largest at the end

8. Tree – strong

9. Birds/fowls – evil, hypocrites, unclean

10. Lodge – to stay

11. Branches – churches, congregations

                                               Week 2

PARABLE OF LEAVEN

Matthew 13:33


Jesus is saying that what leaven is to natural bread is what the Word of God is to God’s people.  Leaven when placed in dough will cause it to expand and become much larger than its original state.  The Word of God when placed in the lives of His people or church will cause them to grow much larger than their original state.

PARABLE OF THE HIDDEN TREASURE

Matthew 13:44

  
 In order to explain this parable, I will use a parable that you can relate to.  For an example:  You are walking through a field that belongs to some one else and you stub your toe on this object, turning to check it out you notice that it is a very large lid and after digging around it you open it and to your great surprise it is a lid to a treasure that had been hidden for many years.  When you remove the contents you find that it’s a treasure containing $100,000,000.  You run home, put your house up for sale and sell everything you have and buy the land so that the money will be yours.  You must remember that parables are physical examples to bring out spiritual meanings.  The spiritual meaning of this parable is that when you discover the treasures of God, you are willing to sell out or get rid of any and everything that it takes to own or become a part of the Kingdom of God.

PARABLE OF THE GOODLY PEARL

Matthew 13:45-46


The meaning of this parable is basically the same as the hidden treasure.

Week 3

PARABLE OF THE FISH NET

Matthew 13:47-48


The net in this parable is geared more toward the “church house”.  When a fisherman cast a net into the sea, both good and bad get caught in it.  When it is pulled out of the water, the fisherman simply take out what is good and put it into vessels, but cast the bad away.  The net works the same as the church.  When the church doors are open, some of everything comes in.  What Jesus is trying to show us is that everybody in the church isn’t saved.  He also is saying to us not to try to separate them because we don’t know who is who.  Some we think are bad, are good.  That’s why Jesus says to let them grow together and at the end of the world the angels of God will separate the good from the bad and the good will go to live with God in heaven, but the bad will be cast into hell fire.

PARABLE OF THE HOUSEHOLDER

Matthew 20:1-16


This is a very interesting parable and it shows how frail the human mind is and how selfish and jealous we are.  The meaning is:  some will become Christians at a very early age and some will become Christians on their death bed.  God promised both the same reward but at the end of the world when the rewards are handed out and those who had become Christians on their death bed got the same reward as those who became Christians at a very early age.  The latter group were very angry with the master, but the master simply reminds them that he gave them what he promised and that they had agreed to.  It will be the same with some of us.  We will feel like we who have been Christians the longest should receive much more than the ones who lived bad lives all except the last day, but the master will say to us “I did you no wrong”, I gave you what we agreed on.                                                                   
Week 4

PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS

  WHICH ONE OF THEM DID THEIR FATHER’S WILL?

Matthew 21:28-31

Two sons were asked by their father to work in his field, one promised, but didn’t go, but the other told his father he wouldn’t go but later changed his mind and went.  Jesus asked his disciples which of the boys did his father’s will.  Which would you say and why?

PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS

Matthew 25:1-13

There is a very important message in this parable and it’s very easily missed.  The fact is I just recently noticed it.  If you look closely you will notice that the five wise virgins seemed to be non Christian or very selfish by not sharing their oil with the five foolish virgins.  If you look even closer, you will see the true message which is, “there is a time not to share”.  If the wise virgins had listened to their Christian heart and not their wise heart, they would have shared their oil and they too would have been lost.  Jesus once told his disciples if they had two coats and saw someone who had no coat to share one of their coats, not both.  In this parable Jesus calls the five virgins wise for not sharing their oil.  Too many times God will bless us with just enough of what we need to stay afloat, but we will turn right around and give it all to someone else who is in need thinking that is the Christian thing to do, but God calls it foolish.  If God blesses you with more than you need then it’s okay to share.

PARABLE OF FORGIVING

Matthew 18:23-35

In this parable we can see how selfish and unforgiving we can sometimes be.  A man owed a king $52,800,000.00  When the king learned that the man didn’t have the money to pay him, he commanded that the man, his wife, his children and all that he owned be sold so that he could pay the king.  The man begged the king to have mercy on him and give him a little more time.  The king was so touched and was so moved with compassion, that he told the man to forget the whole debt, he owed him nothing.  But that same man went out and found a man who owed him $44.00 and commanded him to pay up, but when the man begged him as he had begged the king for a little more time, he chocked the man and would not give him any more time but caused him to be put into prison until he could pay him the $44.00.  Well, one of the servants who was there when the king forgave him was also there when he wouldn’t forgive the man who owed him, went and told the king what had happened.  The king was so mad that he had the man who he had forgiven put into prison until he could pay him the millions he owed him.  The lesson in this parable is:  if we don’t forgive out brother for their trespasses, neither will our heavenly Father forgive us our trespasses against him.
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