PCCI Bible Study January, 2007

Title:  Song of Solomon – The Love Story

Instructor:  Nicole Shelton


Introduction to Bible Study:  The love story between Solomon and the Shulamite is a type of the love story between Christ and His Church.  The relationship between Solomon and the Shulamite moves through six stages:  choosing, pursuit, courtship, marriage, taming and consecration.  We can correlate these stages to the Church's relationship with Christ.  Over the coming month, we will walk through a series of lessons outlining the relationship between Solomon and the Shulamite, and how it correlates to the relationship between Christ and His Church (us!).

WEEK 1

Stage I:  The Choosing (please answer questions in the space provided at the end of the Stage)
· The Shulamite is drawn by the fragrance of Solomon.  She is recognizing his value for herself, as well as the value the other virgins place on him.  As a result, she desires his kiss, his attention.  When you are kissing mouth to mouth, you can only be kissing that one person.  As a result, the Shulamite is actually seeking Solomon’s exclusive attention.  She states her desire for him, but she is one among many that he may choose.
	The fragrance of his ointment floats through the air and envelopes the Shulamite.  She is covered by his ointment and seduced by his aroma. 

· SOS 1:2-3
· Q1 - How did the Lord's fragrance seduce you when you came to Christ?  How can you use your experience to reach others?
	As the body of Christ, we have taken on the fragrance of Christ and that fragrance draws or points men to Him. As they see His fragrance (His life) in us, they begin to consider what Christ has to offer.

· Q2 - Read 2 Corinthians 2:14-16 – what do you do to spread the fragrance of Christ to those around you?  Do you do it on a regular basis?  What is the result?


	Solomon chooses the Shulamite and brings her into his chamber.  The virgins move away celebrating for the Shulamite.
· SOS 1:4
	God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world.  Once we accept Him, He maintains a continual open door into His intimate chamber.
· Q3 - Read Ephesians 1:3-5 and determine why God chose and predestined us.

	The Shulamite makes reference to her own imperfections, but her knowledge that Solomon chose her makes her confident and bold.  She responds to her new found boldness by seeking to find Solomon and questioning her prior lifestyle of remaining hidden (veiled; “do not look upon me” she said in SOS 1:6).  She is opening up and becoming vulnerable before Solomon.  
· SOS 1:5 
· Q4 - Review SOS 1:7.  What parts of yourself are you hiding from Christ?  What are you willing to do to move to a place of exposing yourself to Christ?
	When we are in the presence of the Lord, we become acutely aware of our imperfections and the unholiness we have in ourselves.  However, His love restores us giving us the confidence to open and become vulnerable to Him.

· Isaiah 6:5 - So I said: "Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts."

· Hebrews 4:15-16 - For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

· Q5 - In what areas of your life do you depend most on the Lord's sympathy or compassion?  Despite these areas, are you still willing to approach the Lord in prayer?  In worship?


Please answer the questions in the space provided below:
	Q1)




	Q2)



	Q3)



	Q4)



	Q5)




Stage II:  The Pursuit (please answer questions in the space provided at the end of the Stage)
	Solomon gives the Shulamite a hint on how to find him.  He follows the hint with some encouragement so that she knows she is wanted.  He has already chosen her, but he wants her to make an effort to move toward him.

· SOS 1:8-10 


	This is exactly how the Lord deals with us.  He gives us a taste of His glory and goodness, then he requires us to press in for more to get another taste.  He also continues to encourage us along the way.

· Psalm 27:7-8 - Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice! Have mercy also upon me, and answer me. When You said, "Seek My face," My heart said to You, "Your face, LORD, I will seek." 
· Psalm 63:1-2 - O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for You; My flesh longs for You In a dry and thirsty land Where there is no water. So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. 
· Q1 – Read Psalm 34:8.  How have you tasted of the Lord's goodness?  Have you shared that experience with others?
· Q2 – Do you consider yourself to be 'thirsty' for the Lord?  What are you willing to do to pursue Him?  Start doing it!

	In response to Solomon, the Shulamite releases her fragrance to him.  Her fragrance is spikenard. Spikenard is a spice that grows on a small plant that bears pink flowers.  The perfumed oil is extracted from spikes on the root of the plant.  This demonstrates that the Shulamite was desirable, but still dangerous (wild and not submitted).  The desirable part is represented by the perfume, the dangerous part is represented by the spiky root.

· SOS 1:12
· Q3 – What areas in your heart are represented by the spiky root of the Spikenard plant?  What are you doing to turn these areas into perfume?
	Just as the Shulamite, we are wild and not submitted when we come to the Lord.  He brings us into subjection through His love and His word as we move through the circumstances of life.

· 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 - And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?
· John 17:17 - Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
· 2 Corinthians 5:14 (KJV) – For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:


	The Shulamite holds the fragrance of Solomon in her bosom all night.  He is as the henna flowers of En Gedi.  Henna is used for tattooing in some cultures because of its natural staining ability.  The Shulamite is marked by Solomon.

· SOS 1:13-14 
· Q4 – In what ways is it obvious that your life bears the mark of Christ?


	The Lord stays with us filling our senses with His presence.  He stains us with his fragrance leaving His mark on us.

· 2 Corinthians 2:15 - For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing. 
· Ephesians 1:13-14 - And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.


Please answer the questions in the space provided below:

	Q1)



	Q2)



	Q3)



	Q4)




WEEK 2

Stage III:  The Courtship (please answer questions in the space provided at the end of the Stage)
	The Shulamite speaks of 'our' reflecting oneness, 'green' reflecting fertility, 'cedar' reflecting strength, and 'fir' reflecting protection.  

· SOS 1:16-17


	In Christ, we are also one with God, and fertility, strength, and protection are all a part of our covenant with Him.

· Oneness - John 17:20-21 - "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 

· Fertility – Matthew 4:19 - Then He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 

· Strength – Philippians 4:13 - I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
· Protection – Proverbs 18:10 - The name of the LORD is a strong tower; The righteous run to it and are safe.

	The Shulamite was a lily among thorns to Solomon.  She stood apart among other women.

· SOS 2:1-2
· Q1 - What do you do in your Christian walk to make yourself stand apart in the eyes of the Lord?
	Believers in the world are lilies among thorns or lights in the darkness to God.  We stand apart among mankind.

· Proverbs 4:18-19 – But the path of the just is like the shining sun, That shines ever brighter unto the perfect day. The way of the wicked is like darkness; They do not know what makes them stumble. 

	The Shulamite sees Solomon as sweet and pleasant to behold.  He is unique as an apple tree among non-fruit bearing trees.  She eats his fruit and he feeds and sustains her.  She sits in his shade, a place of protection and intimacy.  The Shulamite is lovesick, head over heels for Solomon.

· SOS 2:3

	The Lord is unique, there is none like Him.  He alone is God.  He feeds and sustains us with His word.  We dwell in His shadow, a place of protection for us.  If this is not enough to make us lovesick toward Him, I don’t know what is!

· 2 Chronicles 6:14 - and he said: "LORD God of Israel, there is no God in heaven or on earth like You, who keep Your covenant and mercy with Your servants who walk before You with all their hearts. 
· Luke 4:4 - But Jesus answered him, saying, "It is written, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God."
· John 6:35 - And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.
· Psalm 91:1-2 - He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the LORD, "He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I will trust.

	Solomon not only sustains her internally with nourishment, but he also sustains her externally with tender strength and protection (his hand under her head and embracing her). 

· SOS 2:4-6 
· Q2 - How has the Lord protected you in the last week? Month? Year?  Turn your answer into a testimony you can share with unbelievers.
	The Lord sustains us externally, as well.  He strengthens us and upholds us with His righteous right hand (His right hand is a symbol of his power)

· Isaiah 41:10 - Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.

	Throughout the Song of Solomon, the Shulamite admonishes that love is a serious commitment, so we should not move into love until we are willing to be responsible and make the required commitment.

· SOS 2:7
	


	Solomon is pursuing the Shulamite.  He comes over mountains and hills to reach her.  However, he cannot break through her own walls.  Since he will not force himself on her, he has to wait until she invites him in or comes from behind the walls.  

· SOS 2:8-9

	God is also pursuing us.  He wants to spend time with us.  However, we have to want to spend time with Him, as well.  He will make Himself available to us just like He did for the Israelites, but we have to be willing to meet Him face to face.  The Israelites were not willing, but Moses was willing.  As a result, he obtained a friendship and intimacy with the God.

· Exodus 19:10-11 and 21:18-20 - Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes. And let them be ready for the third day. For on the third day the LORD will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.  

Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood afar off. Then they said to Moses, "You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die." And Moses said to the people, "Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His fear may be before you, so that you may not sin." So the people stood afar off, but Moses drew near the thick darkness where God was. 
· Q3 – Are you committing regular time to meeting God face to face?  If so, what fruit have you experienced from your time with God?

	Solomon invites her to come from behind the wall into spring time, a time of new birth and blooming.  He is taking her out of darkness into the light, out of dryness into a land flowing with milk and honey, from death to life.

· SOS 2:10-13
· Q4 - Are you ready for the Lord to take you from dark to light into a land flowing with milk and honey?  What does that mean to you?  What have you been believing God to do in your life?  Do not waiver but remain steadfast in faith toward Him!
	The Lord has done the same with us.  He has invited us to join Him in the light.  He has lifted us out of the miry clay and placed our feet on a rock.  In response, our mouths are filled with laughter and our tongues with singing.

· Psalm 40:1-3 - I waited patiently for the LORD; And He inclined to me, And heard my cry. He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, Out of the miry clay, And set my feet upon a rock, And established my steps. He has put a new song in my mouth-- Praise to our God; Many will see it and fear, And will trust in the LORD. 

· Psalm 126:1-3 - When the LORD brought back the captivity of Zion, We were like those who dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter, And our tongue with singing. Then they said among the nations, "The LORD has done great things for them." The LORD has done great things for us, And we are glad. 

	As the Shulamite responds to Solomon’s invitation, he takes her to his secret place.  This is a place where they are face to face talking and sharing secrets.  This is reflective of emotional intimacy. 

· SOS 2:14
	The Lord takes us into His secret place and shares His own riches with us.  He reveals Himself to us so that we may know Him.

· Isaiah 45:3 - I will give you the treasures of darkness And hidden riches of secret places, That you may know that I, the LORD, Who call you by your name, Am the God of Israel. 

· Q5 – Read 1 Corinthians 2:10-12 and meditate on how you might best find out God's secret's.

	As new love blooms between Solomon and the Shulamite, the trouble makers (foxes) are making every attempt to stir up trouble while this new relationship is in its tender state.

· SOS 2:15

	Even as the 'little foxes' attempted to stir up trouble in the new relationship, so does the enemy.  He attempts to intercept us before we accept Christ and He continues to try to get us off track as we walk with the Lord.

· Mark 4:3-8 - "Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. And it happened, as he sowed, that some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds of the air came and devoured it. Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have much earth; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of earth. But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because it had no root it withered away. And some seed fell among thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no crop. But other seed fell on good ground and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred." 

· John 10:10 - The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

	The Shulamite proclaims that she belongs to Solomon (after emotional intimacy) and that Solomon belongs to her.
· SOS 2:16 
	The Lord feeds his flock or pours Himself out to believers.

· Psalm 37:3 - Trust in the LORD, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  
· John 6:51–54 - I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." 

	The Shulamite, after tasting emotional intimacy with Solomon, is asking him to quickly (gazelle or young stag) close any separation (Bether means separation) between them.

· SOS 2:17

	Once we taste the goodness of the Lord, we never want to be separated from Him.  We are in continual pursuit of a closer relationship with Him.  Jesus even demonstrated His angst in being separated from God.  During His time on the way to and on the cross, this was the only time He cried out.

· Psalm 27:4 - One thing I have desired of the LORD, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD All the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple. 
· Psalm 34:8 - Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 

· Matthew 27:46 - And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?"

	Solomon pulls away and requires the Shulamite’s response.  He presented her with what he had to offer, now she has to make a decision – accept or reject what he is offering.  In response, the Shulamite actively seeks Solomon and desires to bring him back to the place of emotional intimacy.  The Shulamite sacrifices her sleep to find Solomon.  When she finds him, she does not let him go until she brings him into the chamber of the one who conceived her.  This is representative of vulnerability, openness, and dependence (as we are at birth).  She is indicating to Solomon that she is ready to make the required commitment to him (see SOS 2:7). 

[Notice that the watchmen were harmless to her as she sought Solomon - this will come up in a later chapter].

· SOS 3:1-4 

· Q6 – What has the Lord required of you that you didn't want to give?  If you chose to give it, what was the benefit?

	We need to pursue the Lord even when it is not convenient for us (i.e. we’re asleep in bed).  We need to be willing to go where He is even when it takes us outside of our comfort zone (moving outside of our comfort zones brings us to a place of vulnerability).  We need to be steadfast in our approach and not even consider letting go of God.

· Isaiah 26:9 - With my soul I have desired You in the night, Yes, by my spirit within me I will seek You early; For when Your judgments are in the earth, The inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.
· Genesis 32:24-28  - Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day. Now when He saw that He did not prevail against him, He touched the socket of his hip; and the socket of Jacob's hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him. And He said, "Let Me go, for the day breaks."  But he said, "I will not let You go unless You bless me!
We need to take the Lord to the place of our birth.  This is not only a place of intimacy, but a place of total vulnerability and dependence.  This is a place that He will only go if He is invited.

· Psalm 22:9-10 - But You are He who took Me out of the womb; You made Me trust while on My mother's breasts.  I was cast upon You from birth. From My mother's womb You have been My God. 

We also need to realize that as we pursue the Lord, we stay in a place of safety and protection.

· Psalm 17:7-9 - Show Your marvelous lovingkindness by Your right hand, O You who save those who trust in You From those who rise up against them. Keep me as the apple of Your eye; Hide me under the shadow of Your wings, From the wicked who oppress me, From my deadly enemies who surround me. 


Please answer the questions in the space provided below:

	Q1)



	Q2)



	Q3)



	Q4)



	Q5)



	Q6)




WEEK 3

Stage IV:  The Marriage (please answer questions in the space provided at the end of the Stage)
	After the place of emotional intimacy and the Shulamite’s response, Solomon marries the Shulamite.  He comes in a palaquin (portable enclosed chair) providing:  
1) Security – the palaquin was made from the wood of the cedars of Lebanon – the wood was bitter so it repelled insects (protection) and resisted rot (longevity).  Sixty valiant men surrounded the palaquin each being expert in war and holding swords; 
2) Provision – the palaquin was made of pillars of silver, support of gold, and a seat of purple; and 
3) Love – the interior of the palaquin was paved with love

· SOS 3:6-10
· Q1 - Do you consider yourself married to God?  Do you have the intimate relationship to prove it?  If so, explain?
	The Lord is a God of provision.  He is Jehovah Jireh, our provider, the one who sees ahead to meet our need.  He establishes us in security, provision, and love.

· Security - Isaiah 58:8 - Then your light shall break forth like the morning, Your healing shall spring forth speedily, And your righteousness shall go before you; The glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

· Provision - Psalm 35:27 - Let them shout for joy and be glad, Who favor my righteous cause; And let them say continually, "Let the LORD be magnified, Who has pleasure in the prosperity of His servant." 

· Love - John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

	Solomon had the approval of his family (his mother) to marry the Shulamite.
· SOS 3:11
	Jesus has God’s approval to be our groom.

· John 21:2 - Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

	After the marriage ceremony, Solomon and his bride move toward physical intimacy.  Solomon comes to know his bride. Solomon showers her with compliments.  He ministers to her emotions before moving forward with exploring the intimate parts of her. Solomon assures his bride that there is no spot (blemish) in her.  She is the Shulamite which means ‘the perfect, the peaceful’.

· SOS 4:1-8
	This is just as Christ washes us with water by the word so that we become the glorious church without spot or wrinkle.

· Ephesians 5:25 - 27 - Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 
· Q2 – Name 3 areas where you've experienced the washing of water by the word (in other words, you have been changed by applying the word in your life).  What area are you targeting now?  Are you making progress?

	Solomon is totally enraptured by her.  He states that she has ravished his heart.  To ravish is to overcome with emotion, especially joy or delight.

· SOS 4:9 


	The Lord is also overcome with us.  He rejoices over us with singing and dancing.

· Zephaniah 3:17 (KJV) - The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy, he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing. 

· Joy = gil (hebrew) = to joy, rejoice, be glad, dance or leap for joy, to spin around under the influence of any violent emotion (also used in Habbakuk 3:18 and Isaiah 65:19)

· Zephaniah 3:17 (Exegesis) - Yah Veh Elohim in the midst of thee is mighty; he shall save; he shall rejoice over thee with cheerfulness; he shall hush in his love, he shall twirl over thee with shouting.  
· Q3 – Do you respond in kind to the Lord by singing or dancing over Him with joy?  If not, are you willing to release yourself to do so?


	Solomon makes an emphatic statement about her perfumes.  In this statement, he is not talking about artificial perfumes but about the scent of her body. Solomon also calls her “my sister, my spouse” indicating a double level of oneness.  

· SOS 4:10 
	We also have a ‘double level of oneness’ with Christ being His siblings (joint heirs with Christ) and His bride.
· Romans 8:16-17 - The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 

· Revelation 21:9 - Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, "Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb's wife."
· Q4 – Do you think of yourself more as the sibling or Bride of Jesus? Why?

	Solomon focuses on the place under her tongue.  This is an intimate place where few would be allowed to go and Solomon finds the sweetness of honey and nutrients of milk.  He also references the fragrance of her garments being like the fragrance of Lebanon.  The Cedars of Lebanon grew to be about 70-80 feet high with a branch spread as wide as 111 feet.  The Cedars produced 5 inch cones.  Fragrant sap exuded from both the trunk and the cones.

· SOS 4:11  
	I believe that the sweetness that comes from our mouths is the worship that we send up to God when we worship Him in spirit and in truth.

· Psalm 149:2-4 Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; Let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.  Let them praise His name with the dance; Let them sing praises to Him with the timbrel and harp.  For the Lord takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify the humble with salvation.

	The Shulamite was a virgin – “a garden enclosed … a spring shut up, a fountain sealed”.   She is a special haven kept pure and undefiled just for Solomon.  Solomon goes on and on about the attributes of her ‘garden’.  

· SOS 4:12-15
· Q5 – If God were bragging on you and your attributes, what would He say?  As you make your list, contemplate whether you are serving Him with these attributes.
	We are also kept pure and undefiled for the Christ as His purchased possessions.  So, we must keep ourselves through repentance and the continual applying of the blood.

· 1 Corinthians 6:20 - For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.
· 1 John 1:9 - If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
· Hebrews 9:13-14 -  For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 


Please answer the questions in the space provided below:

	Q1)



	Q2)



	Q3)




	Q4)



	Q5)




WEEK 4

Stage V:  The Taming (please answer questions in the space provided at the end of the Stage)
	Although Solomon is still in hot pursuit of his bride (v.2), she has become lackadaisical about their relationship and about responding to him.  After taking off her robe and washing her feet, she is unwilling to make the effort to re-dress.  She is taking her beloved for granted by making light of his presence.  Though her body does not want to respond, her heart yearns for him. Finally she arises, but it is too late because he has already gone away.  

· SOS 5:2-6
· Q1 – Is this your testimony?  If so, how did you get to this place?  What could you do to help yourself rebound?
	We cannot afford to be lazy in pursuing the Lord. Our attitude and passion toward Him should remain fresh and persistent.

· Proverbs 24:33-34 - A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to rest; So shall your poverty come like a prowler, And your need like an armed man.



	The Shulamite desperately chases Solomon into the streets, even in her partially dressed state.  The watchmen mistook her for a prostitute and, as a result, mistreated her.  Because she turned her back to Solomon, she was exposed to the cruelties of the world (v.6-7).  This is when she realizes how much she needs him (v.8). 

· SOS 5:7-8
	We must come under the protection of the Lord to be saved from our enemies. However, when we move out of His protective covering, we often return stripped (naked) from the abuses of the enemy.

· Psalm 18:1-3 –  I will love You, O LORD, my strength. The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; So shall I be saved from my enemies.

	As the Shulamite inquires after Solomon to the virgins, they ask her who he is.  She needs to respond by stating who Solomon is to her.  Is he her exalted husband and lover, or simply one she can cast aside at a whim?

· SOS 5:9
· Q2 – In which category do you see God, exalted husband and lover or one you can cast aside at a whim?  How does this affect how you respond to and treat Him?
	

	In response to the virgins’ question, the Shulamite extols the virtues of Solomon and praises him to the virgins.  

· SOS 5:10-16
	The Shulamite's response is the equivalent of our praise toward God.
· Psalm 9:1-2 - I will praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Your marvelous works. I will be glad and rejoice in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High.

	Now that the Shulamite has proven her sincerity to the virgins, they agree to help her find him.

· SOS 6:1
	

	Though the Shulamite still has not yet seen Solomon, she feels the peace and reassurance of knowing where he is.  She voices her feelings by reaffirming that she belongs to him.

· SOS 6:2-3
	

	Solomon affirms his love for his bride in a very public way – he compares her beauty to cities and armies, then exclaims how even his queens, concubines, and virgins bless and praise her.  [This speaks of her inner beauty because the women who were her competition would not have praised her unless she was special on both the outside and inside].  This is Solomon’s public stamp of approval of the Shulamite.

· SOS 6:4-10
· Q3 - Do you feel affirmed by God?  If not, look up 5 affirming scriptures and meditate on them daily for a month (or until you feel affirmed).  If so, how has His affirmation changed your life?
	As Solomon approved his bride, so does Christ approve us when He says He is not ashamed to call us brethren.

· Hebrews 2:11 - For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren.




Please answer the questions in the space provided below:

	Q1)



	Q2)



	Q3)




Stage V:  The Consecration (please answer questions in the space provided at the end of the Stage)
	The Shulamite is struggling with submitting herself to Solomon.  She became like the chariots of her noble people.  These people were Ammi Nadib (a royal person of true nobility, a prince of freedom and liberality).  In other words, the Shulamite is focusing on independence.

· SOS 6:11-12
· Q1 – Do you struggle with submission to God?  To authority figures at church?  To authority figures at work?  If so, how has your lack of willingness to submit caused problems for you?  If not, how has your willingness to submit blessed your life?
	

	Solomon is beckoning her to return.  He humbles himself by call for her in front of his friends.

The Shulamite realizes that she is between two camps.  The one desiring to love and submit to Solomon, the other desiring independence.  

· SOS 6:13
	Many of us have also been traitorous to God in our hearts.  We serve Him with one hand, and pursue other gods with on the other hand.  The Lord wants us to be single-minded in heart and purpose toward Him.

· James 1:6-7 - But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 
· Hosea 2:7 - She will chase her lovers, But not overtake them; Yes, she will seek them, but not find them. Then she will say, "I will go and return to my first husband, For then it was better for me than now.' 

	Solomon reminds the Shulamite of their intimacy and relationship.  He also gently reminds her of who he is – she is dealing with a King.  Then, he takes authority and tells her what he is going to do to restore their closeness.

· SOS 7:1-9
· Q2 - Have you ever had to be reminded of who God is?  What did it feel like and how did you respond?
	The Lord will also remind us of who He is when we have moved to far to the left or the right of His word and His purpose.  One example is Job.

· Job 40:6-10 and 42:1-6 - Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said: "Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer Me: "Would you indeed annul My judgment? Would you condemn Me that you may be justified? Have you an arm like God? Or can you thunder with a voice like His? Then adorn yourself with majesty and splendor, And array yourself with glory and beauty. 

Then Job answered the LORD and said: "I know that You can do everything, And that no purpose of Yours can be withheld from You. You asked, "Who is this who hides counsel without knowledge?' Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, Things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. Listen, please, and let me speak; You said, "I will question you, and you shall answer Me.' "I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear, But now my eye sees You. Therefore I abhor myself, And repent in dust and ashes." 

	The Shulamite restates her position as belonging to Solomon as she joins him in celebrating their intimacy.  She suggests that they get away and make a fresh start.  There is a newness, a blooming about their relationship.  The Shulamite takes Solomon to a place of seduction and fertility (Mandrakes are considered to be an aphrodisiac and to induce fertility).  She talks of returning to that place of oneness, she wants to bring him back to a place of intimacy.

· SOS 7:9 – 8:2
	

	The Shulamite is leaning on Solomon in a picture of full reliance and dependence.  She has moved to that ultimate place of vulnerability (“there your mother brought you forth”).

· SOS 8:5
· Q3 – Are you fully dependent on God?  What did He do (or is He doing) in your life to bring you to that place?
	We also must rely fully on the Lord.  He will sustain us and nothing can separate us from Him.

· Romans 8:38 - For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

	The Shulamite asks to be a seal on Solomon’s heart (emotional, internal) and on his arm (physical, external).  She is pronouncing him to be hers, she has marked him.  They are both consumed by the flames of love.  The waters cannot quench or drown the fires and money or riches do not compare to it.

· SOS 8:6-7
	The Lord has allowed us to be a seal on His heart.  He knows us and has provided us with a solid foundation.

· 2 Timothy 2:19 - Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity." 

	The Shulamite’s brothers (who hid her away in ch 1:6) now say that if she is a wall (discreet and womanly) they will give her a dowry, but if she is a door (bold, open, and flirtatious), they will enclose her.  

The Shulamite responds that she is a wall.  She honored her family as a girl (by remaining chaste before she was married), and now that she is married, she honors the King as a woman.

· SOS 8:8-10
· Q4 – Are you a wall?  Do you God with your life?
	

	The Shulamite speaks of Solomon’s wondrous gardens, but indicates that they don’t compare to her garden because she is in her garden.  By stating that Solomon should benefit from her garden, she is confirming his full ownership of her.  Solomon calls to her and she responds that he should come quickly. She is no longer running from the full commitment of their relationship.

· SOS 8:11-14
	We must give God all that we are so that He can accomplish His purposes in the earth.  We must die.  

· Luke 9:24 - For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.



Please answer the questions in the space provided below:

	Q1)



	Q2)



	Q3)



	Q4)
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