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Week 1

Faith: A belief in or confident attitude towards God involving commitment to His will from one’s life according to chapter Hebrew 11, faith was already present in the experience of many people in the Old Testament. For example, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses are God’s servant described in the Bible as living by faith. It is to our advantage to have the same kind of faith in this day and time, especially with what we are going through. 

Hebrew 11:1 NIV Study Bible says, "Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see." If you read the entire chapter of Hebrew 11, you will see what faith in God brought people through. 

Isaiah 7:9 – If you do not stand firm in your faith, then you will not stand at all. Additional scriptures on faith: 

Genesis 50:24 – Joseph’s Faith,Genesis 15:6 – Abraham’s Covenant with God, Genesis 16:3 – Sarah’s lack of Faith,Exodus 14:11 – 12 – Israelite’s lack of Faith, Numbers 20: 3-5 – Israelite’s lack of Faith,

Deuteronomy 1:22 – 31 – Spies Sent Out,Joshua14: 6 – 13 – Hebron Given to Caleb,I King 17: 7 –24 – Elijah and Widow in Zarepath, 2 King 4: 1-7 – Widow’s oil, 2 King 4: 8-32 – Shunammite Son Restored to Life,

2 King 5 – Naaman healed of Leprosy,2 King 6: 16-17, 7: 2a; Elisha’s faith 

Habakkuk 2: 1- 4 – Righteousness by faith, Matthew 9: 27-29, Jesus Heals by Faith; 17: 14-20, Faith as small as a Mustard Seed; 21:18 –22, The Fig Tree Withers; Chapter 22 – The Wedding Banquet, Luke 7: 6-9 – The Centurion’s Great Faith, John 14:12 –14 – Asking by Faith, 2 Corinthians 5:7 – Living by Faith, Galatians 3:11- Trying to be right with God (justified) by our own efforts does not work. Good intentions usually end up in failure. We have to depend on God and that’s using faith to succeed in Him.

 

Week 2

Trust:  A firm reliance on the integrity, ability, or character of a person or thing. 

Proverbs 3: 5-6 – says, "Trust in the Lord with all of your heart and lean not to your own understanding; in all of your ways acknowledge Him and He will make your way right (NIV Life Applications Bible – LAB). 

The Word

Leaning has the sense of putting your whole weight on something; resting on and trusting in a person or thing. When we have a decision to make, we sometimes feel that we can’t trust anyone, not even God. We feel that we have to make things happen, but God knows what is best for us. We must trust Him completely in everything we do. We must not be wise in our own eyes. We should always be willing to listen to and be corrected by God’s word and His counselors. 

Can you trust God no matter what? There are three things we should do to get God’s guidance and protection:

Go to God in Prayer,

Use the Bible as your Guide,

Follow God’s leading, through the Holy Spirit.

Faith is a part of trusting God. Here are some scripture references for your reading pleasure on trusting God:

Gen 46: 3 – 4 – Trusting God for Protection, Gen 50: 24 - 25 – Trusting God for help, Numbers 14: 5 – 9, 34; I Samuel 13:11 – 14 – Lack of trust and the consequences, Psalms 9:10 – Trusting the Lord

Psalms 22: 4 – Trusting in God for deliverance, Psalms 23- Trusting in the Lord to supply our needs, Psalms 28:6 –9 – Trusting the Lord for help, Proverbs 28:26 – Trusting in one’s self, Matthew 6:34 – Not worrying, but trusting the Lord, Mark 10:14-16 – Trusting/Believing like little Children, Hebrews 3: 7– Unbelief, Hebrews 4: 1-6 – Trusting in God’s word leads to rest. 

The Bible has taught us to trust God for everything we need, such as salvation, deliverance, protection, healing, resources, and wholeness (peace). Trusting the sometimes requires us to wait for God to supply of needs. Our timing is not God’s timing, but if we trust God, He promises to supply our needs. No one likes waiting, but this is how we build our trust in Him.

Can you wait on God? 

Songs we sing: "Trust and Obey" – Trust and Obey for there is no other way, to be happy in Jesus is to Trust and Obey; "Let Jesus do the Rest" – just trust Him and be true and see what He will do. He will never disappoint your soul. When you have done your best, let Jesus do the rest and keep your eyes upon the goal.

 

Week 3

Obedience: Carrying out the word and will of another person, especially the will of God. In the old and New Testament the word "obey" is related to the idea of hearing. Obedience is a positive, active response to what a person hears. Our failure to obey God results in judgment. In the Old Testament, the covenant between God and man, Obedience was the basis for knowing God’s blessing and favor. In Exodus 19:5, God promises that if we obey Him, we will be His treasured possession. In first 1 Samuel 15:12, the bible teaches us that obedience is better than sacrifice. In the Class "Undercover," we learned that disobedience is as the sin of witchcraft. In the following scriptures, you will learn the consequences of disobedience and the benefits of obedience:

Gen 3 – The Fall of Man for Disobedience, Gen 22: 1 – 18 – Abraham’s Obedience, Exodus 6: 10-12, Exodus 8: 25-29, Exodus 15: 26, Lev 9:22-24, Lev 10: 1 –2, Numbers 2: 34, Numbers 14: 36 – 44, Joshua 3:13 – 14, Joshua 22: 1 – 6, I Chronicles 15: 13-15, II Chronicles 14: 1 – 6, I Kings 17: 13-16; 25:2, Hosea 1: 2 – 3, Matthew 1:25, 3: 10, 5: 20, Romans 12:1, I Sam 15 – We have to be totally obedient to God, because being partially obedient is still disobedience to God. 

 

Week 4

Promise: An assurance of what you have said.

God’s announcement of His plan of salvation and blessing to His people, one of the unifying themes integrating the message and the deeds of the Old and New Testament. 

Promise embraces both Declaration and Deed. God’s promise begins with a declaration by God; it covers God’s future plan for all the nations on earth; and it focuses on the gifts and deeds that God will bestow on us because He longs to bless us. God’s promises benefits us and assures us that God promises are "Yes and amen," God will not break His covenant promises with us, but will do what He promises. The divine declaration of assurance made by God promises us that:

He would be our God and that we would be His People

He will abide in us by His Spirit and dwell among us and be in our midst.

He would bless us if we obey and keep His Commandments

He promises to give us seed and bless our offspring 

He promises us an inheritance – since we are co-heir with Christ and heir according to the promise that He made with Abraham. 

He promises salvation, deliverance, peace, healing, and freedom from bondage, and because of His love for us, He blesses us with His free gifts of grace and mercy, righteousness, and many other gifts.

God’s promises are eternal and will not change. When God promises to bless us, He gives conditions in order to receive the promises. God grants us the blessing when we do out part, (obedience to His word). 

The promise doctrine is prophetic in that it relates to the future. When we walk in God’s plan for our lives, He assures us that His blessings and promises would follow our obedience as we walk in our destiny. God also gives us grace and mercy: where with grace, we do not do anything to deserve the blessings of God; Mercy is when God loves and blessings even when we do not obey His word, He blesses us despite what we do. These blessings along with many other promises are free gifts from God just because He loves us. 

Scriptures:

Habakkuk 2:3; Heb 10:23; I Corinthians 3: 21-23; Philippians 4:19; Matthew 6: 25-34; Roman 8:6; Proverbs 15:6; Deuteronomy 30:9 and 28: 11-13; Psalms 112:3; Deut 28:2-6; Exodus 15:26; Isaiah 53:5; Jeremiah 29:11 and 30:17; Heb 13:8; Philippians 4:19; Roman 8: 37; John 15:7 and 16: 23-24; Mt 21: 22; Mark 11: 24; 2 Peter 3:9; 1 Peter 4: 12-13; Isaiah 41:10, 43:2, 51:11, 61: 3; I Peter 5: 6-7; Deut 28:11-13; 1 Thessalonians 5:24; Job 36:11. 

God loves us and is faithful to all of His promises to us. Sometimes we take it for granted that we live and move about everyday, but it is in God that we live and move, and have our being (Acts 17:28). We have to trust God and believe that He will fulfill His promises. We have an obligation to God to follow the destiny that He predestined and created us to do in advance. 
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