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*KISS:  These studies are designed to be short, simple and focused.  Key scriptures are quoted within the outline so that the study can be completed with or without a Bible. The key to each week’s study is the question as related to the scripture.  Once the study is read for the week the question should be meditated on and contemplated throughout the remainder of that week as often as it comes to mind.  Ask the Holy Spirit to bring it to mind; especially when engaging in mindless activities. Journal or record what comes out of your contemplation and meditation each day.  Pray about what you hear and follow through with action.                                                                                                      

Simply the Basics

(KISS—Keep It Simple Studies

Introduction:  “Everything should be made as simple as possible, but no simpler…”—Albert Einstein
For the next 4 weeks we will engage in a simple study of the basics, also known as the elementary, principles, or foundational teachings of Christ(Christ is the Foundation).  Although we will use various scripture our key verse for all 4 weeks is Hebrews 6:1-2.  If our foundational knowledge and/or beliefs are flawed then we place ourselves in peril of building on a weak foundation, one that we have created and not Christ.  Checking our foundation by examining our beliefs in light of new revelation is a way to strengthen what may have been unknowingly weak or neglected.  We will cover four of the six points mentioned in our key verse.
Key Scripture:  Hebrews 6:1- 2 Therefore, leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection. Not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms and of laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and of eternal judgment. (NIV)
Week One:  Repentance From Dead Works
Repentance: Greek; Metanoia—to change one’s mind (heart).  Dead: Greek; Nekros—lifeless (sinful).  Works: Greek; Ergon—action, things done.

Based on the meaning of repentance, there must be a change of mind; A change of mind away from dead works, which produce death; to good works, which produce life.   Certain actions will always accompany true repentance.  According to I John 3:14 we know we have passed from death to life based on our actions and attitudes.    

Let’s read Acts 26:20: … First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and all Judea and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds. (NIV)
Repentance that stays in the head and never moves to the heart, and therefore the body, to produce action is not true repentance but a fraud and therefore not fit to build upon.  Paul not only preached repentance to the unsaved, but to those with knowledge of the Word as well as to those who had already received Christ (II Corinthians 7:9).   This reveals that repentance is ongoing even after the initial act of repentance that makes us alive in Christ.  One who claims to have repented but continues to live a life replete with willful sinful actions and attitudes are without true repentance.  Dead works can also be likened to works that are of no eternal value.  Read I Corinthians 3:13-15 “Take particular care in picking out your building materials.  Eventually there is going to be an inspection.  If you use cheap or inferior materials, you’ll be found out.  The inspection will be thorough and rigorous.  You won’t get by with a thing…”(T M B).
So, whether you are a babe in Christ or mature, it’s important to be grounded in this foundational truth.  Don’t be deceived into thinking otherwise.
The Question:  Are there dead works (empty, useless or sinful) in my life; areas that I have not changed my mind about or may still be identifying and agreeing with the world on?  
Week Two:  Faith Works!
Faith: Greek; Pistis—Conviction of the truth; belief.  
Faith toward God—the next point in our key scripture—is considered by Christians to be not just a brick in the foundation but the very key to pleasing God and receiving Christ; and rightfully so, since the scriptures confirm this truth over and over.  Let’s read Hebrews 11:6; …without faith it is impossible to please God because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek Him (NIV).  So, faith toward God is the conviction or belief that He exists, but it goes beyond that; it also means obedience—that’s the works part. To believe in God yet not do the things that prove that belief is not faith.   You can believe with all your soul and still not be saved, as in saved from God’s wrath.  Let’s read James 2:19… You believe that there is one God, Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder (NIV).   So if you say you have faith with no works to back it up, join the club; the demons believe and fear God, but they have not been extended the grace that is required to have faith so they can’t please God.  But we have been given grace (empowerment) to live what we say we believe.  Faith is not an option; it’s a requirement for salvation and FAITH WORKS!  Let’s read James 2: 20…Use your heads! Do you suppose for one minute that you can cut faith and works in two and not end up with a dead corpse on your hands? (TMB).   Another translation reads; Are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?
So the grace that we have been given by God to walk in faith and to live a life of obedience to His Word is wasted if it is not appropriated to help us act it out.  Read II Corinthians 6:1; As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain… (NIV).   In I Corinthians 15:10 the Apostle Paul proclaims that he himself had not received the grace of God in vain but rather had appropriated it to labor more abundantly than all others.  If you are just starting out in your life with Christ make sure you aren’t deceived into thinking that works don’t matter.  Real faith will do what it believes.  If you love God you will keep His commandments.   Even though we are stressing works here, works without relationship won’t cut it either (John 14:15, 21).  If you are a mature Christian beware that living faith can become dead faith.  All it takes… is to do nothing.
The Question:  According to Romans 14:23, whatever is done without a conviction of its approval by God is sinful (Amplified).  In what areas of my life am I acting outside of faith?
Week Three:  Baptisms

Baptisms: Greek; Baptismos—washing or purification my means of water; immersion

There are numerous baptisms noted in the Bible.  For the sake of brevity we will touch on three. 1. John’s baptism—Matthew 3:11—which was a baptism of repentance in preparation for the Kingdom (they were baptized in water unto repentance). 2.  Jesus’ baptism—ibid—which was a baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire. 3. The baptism into Christ’s death—Romans 6:3—which is the baptism symbolized in the ordinance of water baptism in the Church.  The strength of this foundational truth is in the knowledge that baptism is beyond water or ritual.  It’s identification.  When immersed in something you become identified with it, no part is left out; the identification is total, absolute, and unconditional.   The Israelites were baptized unto Moses by coming through the Red Sea—through water unto the law—but the water never touched them.  Moses represents the law and a type and shadow of Christ, so they were baptized unto the Law.  Therefore, they were to be fully immersed and engrossed in the law.  We were crucified with Christ, our burial with Him is the baptism; Therefore, we are to be fully immersed and engrossed in Christ. Baptism with water is only a symbol of that burial.  We are raised with Him through faith in His power (Colossians 2:12) unto new life in the Spirit.  
The Question:  What part of me is still not immersed?

Week Four:  Eternal Judgment

Judgment: Greek; Krima—the sentence of a judge; to separate, select, choose;
Job 36:26 reads, “No one can begin to understand eternity”.  Ecclesiastes 3:11 reads, “He (God) has put eternity in their (man’s) hearts”.  The truth is that eternity cannot be comprehended by our finite minds.  We only know that it never ends, and even that is difficult to grasp because we exist in time.  When Christ judges us—and we will all be judged—it is a final decision that will never be changed. Living life in disobedience to God results in eternal punishment. The strength of this foundational truth is in the necessity of living based on eternal standards (faith, hope, love); it’s the eternal that must direct and fuel life rather than the temporal (temporary).  Thinking that everything will work out in the final judgment just based on a confession and good intentions is not enough.  In Luke 6:46 Jesus asks a group of followers why they call Him Lord but do not obey; in short, if you aren’t obeying He’s not your Lord (supreme master). Let’s read Matthew 7:21-23; “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.  On judgment day many will say to me ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name’.  But I will reply, ‘I never knew you.  Get away from me, you who break God’s laws’ (NLT).  Don’t be deceived into thinking that one will not reap what has been sown, or that wonderful works, miracles and the like will cancel out disobedience. Let’s read Ezekiel 33:12-13; “…Tell your people. ‘A good person’s good life won’t save him when he decides to rebel, and a bad person’s bad life won’t prevent him from repenting of his rebellion.  A good person who sins, can’t expect to live, when he chooses to sin.  It’s true that I tell good people, “Live! Be alive!”  But if they trust in their good deeds and turn to evil, that good life won’t amount to a hill of beans.  They’ll die for their evil life” (TMB).

So, the knowledge of eternal judgment should keep us awestruck and humble before God.  It should produce a holy fear in us that causes us to reference Him, not taking His commandments lightly. 
The Question:  In light of Philippians 2:12…Work out your salvation with fear and trembling…What evidence do I have that I am intimately acquainted with the Lord, as my Supreme Master and that my calling and election are certain?
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