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The Wayward Heart
Scripture Reference: Jeremiah 3:22
Context:  Israel had sinned…again.  This time their sister, Judah, followed their example and became even more perverse than Israel (3:7-8).  Again and again the Lord implores Israel and Judah to return to Him (5 times in chapter 3 alone).  Although Israel made an effort to return, Judah would not return with her whole heart but only in pretense (3:10).  Not wanting His anger to fall (3:12), God tells them again to return to Him. Reminding them of His mercy He assures them that His anger will not remain if only they would return.
Recap and Overview:  In our last commentary on Micah 6:8 the Lord reminded Israel what was required of them.  This commentary--covering sections of Jeremiah chaps.2-4—focuses on 3: 22 as quoted below (*NLT), revealing the wayward heart and its return to God.  
Israel and Judah are likened to wayward sisters—children—to whom God is Father.  Israel ruled in the north while Judah ruled in the south.  The word Israel translates, God has striven; God has saved while the word Judah translates Praise. 
New Living Translation: "My wayward children," says the LORD, "come back to me, and I will heal your wayward hearts."
Word Meaning: [Middle English]:  awai +ward, turned away, perverse.  Willful, often perverse deviation from what is desired, expected or required in order to gratify one’s own impulses or inclinations.

The Message Bible:  "Come back, wandering children!  I can heal your wanderlust!"  
Word Meaning: [German]: wandern, to wander, go astray, lose clarity or focus of thought + Lust, overwhelming desire, unrestrained craving.

The Characteristics of a Wayward Heart

A wayward heart is characterized by the following traits outlined in Jeremiah chapter two:  

· Finds fault with God (v.5)
· Fails to give God glory, recalling His goodness in crying out to Him  (v.6)

· Does not inquire of God (v.8)

· Ignorant/lack of knowledge of God and His ways (ibid)

· Transgresses—Rebels against and defies God (ibid)

· Indifferent; lacks the fear of the Lord (v.19)

· Seeks things of no value from empty sources, yielding worthless results—temporal  things rather than eternal (v.8)
Word Meaning: [Hebrew]: Baal—means lord, it refers to any number of Canaanite deities.  A false god (demon/principality/power)—symbolic of the spirit of the world with its systems, methods and ways.
In addition, feelings of hopelessness regarding the ability to change may accompany one with a wayward heart (v.25).  They feel hooked.  There is also confusion regarding who and whose they are (v.27).  Even when chastened by God, experiencing hardship, they do not receive correction.  They refuse to course correct by learning from the consequences of their wrong actions (v.30).  Instead they become deceived. Despite evidence to the contrary they deny their sins, refusing to see, thinking that they are still clean (v.23 and 35).
Steps to Retuning to the Lord

As always, God gives the steps to healing.  The need for healing implies that there is wounding. The heart is damaged in its turning away from God.   According to chapter three, the first steps in returning are:
· Acknowledge guilt and admit that you rebelled against the Lord (v. 13)
· Confess how you rebelled, outlining and renouncing specific sins (ibid)

· Confess that you have not obeyed that which you have heard from the Lord (directly or through others) (ibid)
· Renounce and turn away from everything related to your sins and turn to God (3:19, 4:1)
· Purge and cleanse your heart (4:4).  The word of God cleanses your heart as you regularly meditate in it and yield to it.
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