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MAN THE GATES IN 2008

The East Gate – Nehemiah 3:29

The Miphkad or Inspection Gate – Nehemiah 3:31

East was an important direction for the Israelites.  As you look at Scripture you will note that according to Exodus 38:13-14 (KJV) the gate of the Tabernacle was on the east side.  When Moses and Aaron were encamped in the wilderness, they were situated at the East Gate and strangers were barred from this area.  Scholars believe that in Herod’s temple, the door of the temple which is called Beautiful was the East Gate.  Ezekiel saw the glory of the Lord leave the temple by the East Gate and later saw it return via the East Gate.  When you consider that the sun rises in the east signaling the beginning of a new day and dispensing light to the world, and that the “Son” of man will return as the bright and morning star, you realize that “east” is just as significant to us today.

The interesting thing about being exposed to light is the wonderful privilege of seeing what might have been missed in the dark.  Light offers an extraordinary opportunity for inspection.  Thus, it is at the Miphkad or Inspection Gate that investigation, scrutiny, check up, and examination took place.  It was at this city gate that the elders sat to inspect the character and conduct of those brought before them and to render judgment for matters brought before them.  Appointments were made and assignments were given in this designated place.  It is crucial for both the east and inspection gates to be manned for continued spiritual growth.
THE EAST GATE – Nehemiah 3:29
What the East Gate represents

1.  New beginnings – Place of starting over; clean slate – Rev. 21:3-5; 
2.  Fresh revelations – Enlightenment; light; healthy wisdom – John 1:1-9
3.  Increased manifestations – Extensive displays of Holy Ghost power – Romans 9:14-18
4.  Restoration – Return of the glory of the Lord; places where Ichabod was written on the door will now show 

     Shekinah on the door - Haggai 2:3; 7-9                       
Keys for manning the East Gate

1.  Forget what has happened yesterday and look at each day as a first time opportunity - Isaiah 43:18 
2.  Listen to receive keen (piercing, sharp, cutting edge, shrewd) insights that will better your condition – 
     Ephesians 1:15-23

3.  Be obedient so that you will see greater demonstrations of God’s power in your life – Luke 10:19-20; 

     Rev. 2:26
4.  Put back into place those things that are conducive to your continued growth – Rev. 2: 1-5 
THE MIPHKAD OR INSPECTION GATE – Nehemiah 3:31

What the Miphkad (Appointment) or Inspection Gate represents

1.  Reflection – An authorized place for quiet introspection
2.  Examination – A safe place for thorough testing 
3.  Investigation – A searching place for hidden clues and keys
4.  Assignment – A place of accountability 
Keys for manning the Miphkad or Inspection Gate

1.  Check your character, conduct, and conversation daily to see if it mirrors the image of Christ. 
2.  Question or interrogate yourself to see if what you are doing is working for you or against you. 
3.  Do a systematic inquiry, probe, cross examination of yourself to see what motivates you to do what you do     
     or to be what you are.

4.  Do whatever is necessary to carry out the responsibility, task, job, duty you have been given at this gate. 
