Training for Reigning Bible Study
Lesson #3
Apostle Rita J. Johnson – Instructor

MAN THE GATES IN 2008

The Water Gate – Nehemiah 3:26
The Horse Gate – Nehemiah 3:28

Water has many symbolic usages in Scripture.  It is used in ceremonies of purification and cleansing.  When the priests were consecrated and when parts of animals were brought for sacrifice, both involved washing with water.  The Word of God is presented as water by which spiritual cleansing is effected.  The Lord speaks of the cleansing of the church by the washing of water with the word.  So it is not by chance that the Water Gate represents our constant need for the water of the Word.  The Word is crucial to your growth and development; and I declare that this is the Year of the water of the Word that must be used bring you full circle into your new beginning!  
In addition, the horse is a symbol of war.  We must remember that war is not merely a human enterprise fought by trained soldiers and military equipment.  The war we fight is God’s war and He is involved with us, His covenant people, who have been selected to fight in His name.  You get direction, strategy, plans, instructions, etc. from His Word!  That’s why it is important to man both the Water Gate and the Horse Gate to be victorious!  Let’s proclaim 2008 as the year to repair, restore, rebuild, revisit and man the Water Gate and the Horse Gate in our lives!
THE WATER GATE – Nehemiah 3:26; 8:1-18

1.  What the Water Gate represents

· Purging – Cleansing from sin; continuous washing or flushing; repeated emptying – Eph. 5:25-27;
· Purification – Process of being free from contaminants or things that pollute; pure; free from taint; having gone through the cleansing process to remove impurities – Hebrews 9:11-14; Numbers 9:9-13
· Perfection – The highest degree of excellence; Being exact or precise; - 2 Cor. 13:7-11; 
· Peace – A state of calm and quietness; freedom from disturbing thoughts or emotions – Prov.14:30
2.  Keys for manning the Water Gate

· Dive into the water of the Word daily – Acts 17:11
· Develop a healthy appetite for the Word – Job 22;21-22; Job 23:11-12
· Dig out the great truths, promises, commands, cautions of the Word and journal them – Deut. 6:1-9
· Do what the Word commands – Philippians 4:8-9
THE HORSE GATE – Nehemiah 3:28
1.  What the Horse Gate represents

· Spiritual Warfare – Open and declared armed fighting between satan’s kingdom & God’s kingdom – Ephesians 4:12-13
· Power struggle – Tug of war between God’s rule and satan’s rule – Eph. 1:18-23; 2 Cor. 10:3-6
· Good soldiers – Those who have voluntarily enlisted in the army of the Lord – 2 Tim. 2:1-4
· Good fight – Putting up a determined effort to defeat anything that opposes the cause of Christ – 1 Tim. 6:12; 
Keys for manning the Horse Gate

· Learn to fight smart – Eph. 6:11, 14-18
· Know your enemy – Matt. 24:24;  2 Cor. 11:9-14
· Practice discipline – Prov. 1:1-3, 7; 5:21-23; 12:1; 13:18 
· Develop and follow your strategy – Luke 14:28-32; 
